
 

 

 

 

Heidi Doering 

Horticulture Educator 

St. Croix County 

715-531-1947 

heidi.doering@ces.uwex.edu 

 

See Our Website for Program Updates: http://stcroix.uwex.edu 



Let Me Know if You’re Interested in Carpooling from Baldwin—Heidi 









Where There is a Will … 

There is a Way … 

Succession Planning and Visioning” 





Chris Blanchard, organic farmer, consultant, and educator 

Chris Blanchard provides consulting and education for farming, food, and business through Flying 

Rutabaga Works. As the owner and operator of Rock Spring Farm since 1999, Chris raised twenty acres 

of vegetables, herbs, and greenhouse crops, marketed through a 200-member year-round CSA, food 

stores, and farmers markets. Prior to 1999, Chris managed student farms, worked as an intern, 

packing house manager,  plant breeding assistant, and farm manager, and provided consulting for a 

major organic processor, in California, Wisconsin, Maine, and Washington state. His workshops, 

writing, and consulting throughout the country about farm business concepts, food safety, organic 

vegetable production, and scaling-up have gained a reputation for fresh approaches, down-to-earth 

information, and honesty. 

Save the Date 

Saturday, March 15, 2014 

As the demand for local and organic food has exploded in the last five years, so has the expectation on 

the part of consumers and institutional buyers for production and handling systems designed to 

minimize microbial contamination. Join Chris, a farmer and consultant who has been through the audit 

process and helped others through it for this review of practical food safety, how to develop a written 

food safety plan, and how to set up record keeping systems that support business processes rather 

than existing outside of the system. 

An Interactive Workshop to be held in Baldwin, Wisconsin 

For: Post-Harvest Handling, Food Safety and Good Agricultural Practices (GAPs) Compliance 

In this day-long workshop Chris will cover: Simple Steps to Food Safety; Tracebacks and Audit Trails; 

Post-Harvest Handling Tools and Considerations; Snoop the Poop Interactive Session; Food Safety Plans 

and Audits. 

Plan to Attend? Space will be limited, so call 715-531-1930, or e-mail me at Heidi.Doering@ces.uwex.edu, or mail 

a note to Heidi at 1960 8th Ave, Ste 140, Baldwin, Wisconsin 54002 to reserve the number of spots requested! 



Mini Annie’s Project 
Financial Management 

 
Polk, St. Croix, and Dunn Counties are working 
together to host a mini 2 day Annie’s Project 
series on financial management. An Annie’s 
Project is a more-in-depth program designed for 
farm women. While everyone is invited, these 
workshops will focus more on examples from value
-added and local foods businesses. 
 

Session topics include: 

Feb. 15th—Records & Record-Keeping Stragegies 
Feb. 22nd—Budgets, Reports & Decision-Making 
 
These workshops are two consecutive Saturdays, 
the time and registration cost is yet to be 
determined, but lunch will be included. Please plan 
on attending both sessions. To register or get 
more information about this series, please 
contact the Polk County 
Extension office at 
715-485-8600 or go to Polk 
County website: http://
polk.uwex.edu. 

 

 

UPCOMING WORKSHOPS 

Northern Ag Safari 

This winter marks the 29th year of the “Northern Wisconsin 

Safari of Ag Specialists”. Polk County has not participated in the 

past, but this year we are lucky enough to join in this safari and 

be a site! Each program focuses on a specific agriculture topic, 

with UW-Extension specialists bringing you up-to-date on the 

latest research-based information for your farm business or 

rural property. Go to: polk.uwex.edu for registration details. 

 

Thursday, January 23rd—Adapting Your Farming to Climate 

Change, Dick Wolkowski, Emeritus UW-Extension Soil Scientist 

Friday, February 21st—Rethinking Farm Leases and Rental 

Agreements, Phil Harris, UW-Extension Agriculture Economist 

Friday, March 21st—The Importance of Insect Pollinators on 

Food Production, Christelle Guedot, UW-Extension Entomologist 

 

There is no cost for the program, but please pre-register. The 

programs will be held at the Polk County Government Center in 

Balsam Lake, starting at 1:30 pm and are open to all producers. 

 

 To Register for Workshops & Classes on this Page, Contact Jennifer Blazek @ 715-485-8600 or 

E-mail her at: jennifer.blazek@ces.uwex.edu 



Winter is a great time to stop and reflect on past years’ results and how you want to plan for change in 

the coming year to make your operation more productive and profitable. Have you been thinking of 

modifying your current business practices, selling into a different marketplace or producing a new 

product but are unsure of how best  to find resources and information to help you make that decision 

and move forward? Feel free to give me a call or send me an e-mail with production or business-related 

questions you have that I might be able to help you work through or answer. My office hours are 

typically Monday, Tuesday and Thursday, 8 am to 3:30 pm and I can be available other hours as your 

schedule requires. 

Have you been considering adding beekeeping and honey products 

to your production mix in 2014? If so, here are two opportunities to 

take a beginning beekeeper course during the off-season and learn 

more about keeping bees or to brush up on your basic beekeeping 

skills if you keep bees but have not previously taken a course on 

beekeeping basics. 

The Art of Beekeeping 

Wolf Honey Farm 

Dale Wolf, Master Beekeeper 

Saturday, February 23, 2014 

8 am to 4 pm 

Baldwin, Wisconsin 

Contact Dale Wolf at 715-684-2095 

Or go to his website: 

wolfhoneyfarm.com 

7th Annual Introduction to 

Bees & Beekeeping Workshop 

Dunn County Beekeepers & UW Extension 

Saturday, January 25, 2014 

8 am to 4:15 pm 

Menomonie, Wisconsin 

Contact Michelle at 715-232-1636 

Or for more details go to their website: 

dunncountybeekeepers.org/beekeeper-workshop 

 

There’s Still Time to Apply for Grant Funding! 

Conservation Stewardship Program (CSP)—Applications Are Due by January 17th 

Value-Added Producer Grant (VAPG)—Applications Are Due by February 24th 


